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Sermon on the Mount – The Beatitudes (Part 2) 
 

As the first three beatitudes have caused us to examine ourselves inwardly, to look at our own spiritual bankruptcy, our own sinfulness, and our own 

problem of “self”, there is a change in emphasis in the following beatitudes.  Here we begin to look at the solution, the deliverance from self, as the 

next beatitude reads “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”. 

1. Read Matt. 5:6.  What does it mean to hunger and thirst and what is this righteousness that should be desired? (Gen. 6:9) 

- Hunger and thirst 

- Longing for something, desire to have something 

- Doing what is right in the eyes of God 

- It is a natural response to hunger and thirst for food, but it is not natural to hunger and thirst for righteousness 

- Means there is a consciousness of our need.  It is not just a passing feeling, but something that goes on until it is satisfied.  Like 

actual physical hunger and thirst, it hurts and that hurt continues and makes you feel desperate. 

- Righteousness 

- Webster’s: 

- acting in accord with divine or moral law : free from guilt or sin 

- morally right or justifiable 

- Desire to be free from sin in all its forms 

- A desire to be right with God (continual process), to get rid of sin, as sin is what comes between us and God 

- Also desire to be free from the power of sin 

- The longing to be holy 

- As a progression from the third beatitude, the man who is meek is free from “self” in every way shape and form (self-concern, 

pride, boasting, self glorification, etc.) which is the source of sin in our lives. 

- Gen 6:9 – blameless (free from sin), walked with God (right with God) 

- Primarily would refer to righteousness through the process of sanctification.  A continual process of being set apart for God, 

being made holy, being made perfect.  Righteousness throughout the Bible also refers to justification or a right relationship with 

God.  This is accomplished by the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross where his righteousness was imputed to believers so 

that we can be in a right relationship with God.  However, since the Sermon on the Mount is directed to disciples of Christ, it 

would appear that this is not the righteousness that is being referred to here. 

 

2. How does this differ from what the world would hunger and thirst for? 

- The ambitions of this world are not directed to having a right relationship with God, but all centered around “self”.  The ambitions of 

this world seek to glorify and lift up one self. 

 

3. How will those who hunger and thirst be filled? (Ps. 107:9; Phil. 2:13; Rev. 7:16-17, 2 Pet. 3:13) 

- Ps. 107:9 – God satisfies those who are thirsty, and the hungry he fills with good things 

- Phil. 2:13 – God continues to sanctify us, by working in us to do His good purposes 

- Rev 7:16,17, 2 Pet. 3:13 – filled for all eternity 

- We hunger and thirst for righteousness and are filled.  The more the Christian is filled and experiences the glory of God, the more he 

will hunger and thirst.   

- To hunger and thirst are perpetual characteristics of the Christian, just as spiritual poverty, mourning, and meekness.  We should be 

wary of anyone who would claim to have attained any of these characteristics. 

 

What is it that you hunger and thirst for?  Have you replaced righteousness with happiness, with the things of this world?  Are you longing for the 

latest gadget, the highest marks, a new relationship, a new job or a promotion?  Let us not hunger and thirst for happiness, for we can never be 

filled, but let us “seek first his kingdom and righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matt. 6:33).  Then you will be filled and 

satisfied.  The fulfillment and satisfaction that we have in God should change the ways in which we relate to others.  The Sermon on the mount 

continues with “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy”. 

 

4. Read Luke 10:25-37.  What does this passage teach us about being merciful and to what extent should we extend mercy? 

- Internal – has pity and compassion 

- External – responds to this pity and compassion with action to relieve the situation, by crossing the street, bandaging his wounds 

and making provisions for the man.  It is a practical demonstration of love for others. 

- The extent of our mercy should extend beyond just those we care about, but it should also be for strangers and enemies 

- The others who passed by may have felt pity and compassion for the man, but did not do anything about it 

- Martin Lloyd-Jones – “Grace is especially associated with men in their sins; mercy is especially associated with men in their misery” 

- Grace looks down upon sin as a whole and mercy looks upon the consequences of sin. 
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5. Why is it necessary for Christians to be merciful in order to be shown mercy from God? (Matt. 6:12,14; 18:21-35) 

- These passages demonstrate a heart of repentance as we are only truly forgiven if we are truly repentant.  This repentance 

recognizes that we deserve nothing but punishment and that we have nothing to offer (poor in spirit).  We are forgiven and shown 

mercy solely because of God’s grace and love. 

- Many read this passage and interpret it as us having to merit God’s mercy or forgiveness.  If I am merciful to others, then God will be 

merciful to me and if I forgive others, then I shall be forgiven. 

- This is a misinterpretation of the passages for surely if we were to be judged strictly by them, we would never see heaven as we 

would all fall short of being merciful and forgiving. 

- This interpretation also goes against the doctrine of grace, for “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8), and “while 

we were enemies of God, we were reconciled to Him” through Christ (Rom. 5:10). 

- Instead, because we have been shown mercy from God, we are merciful to others and because we have been forgiven by God, we 

are forgiving of others. 

- Recognizing our position before God, and that he has forgiven us out of His grace, then we ought to forgive others who trespass 

against us. 

- We also have to recognize the order of the Beatitudes in that the man described has recognized his spiritual poverty before God, has 

mourned over his sins before God, lives in humble reliance before God, and hungers and thirst to be right with God.  This man has 

been filled.  It then follows that this man’s attitude towards others should and would completely change.  This man should not see 

the sin, but should see the sinner.  The sinner who is who is a victim of Satan who is governed and dominated by sin.  This is 

demonstrated by Christ on the cross where he says “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 24:34).  This is 

the attitude we should have. 

 

6. What does it mean to be pure in heart? (Ps. 24:3-4; Jas. 4:4-8; Matt. 22:37-38 

- Ps. 24:3-4 – clean hands and pure heart, someone who is devoted only to God, keeps to what is true, free from falsehood.  A persons 

word had more meaning and weight in that culture as it does in today’s society. 

- James 4:4-8 – Submission to God, Resist the devil, single minded devotion to God 

- Matt. 22:37-38 – undivided love for God 

- Our heart is more than just our affections and emotions, but it is the center of our personality.  It is the source of all our activity…it is 

the source of all our troubles. 

- Matt. 15:18-20 – “…For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander…” 

- Jer. 17:9 – “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure…” 

 

7. What does it mean to see God? (Rom. 1:20; Jn. 14:6-9,;1 Pet. 1:3-9,;1 Cor. 13:12, 1 Jn. 3:2-3) 

- Rom. 1:20 – We can see God through creation 

- Jn. 14:6-9 – We can see God by looking at Christ 

- 1 Pet. 1:3-9 – By faith even in times of trial  

- 1 Cor. 13:12 – we see only in part now, but will see fully face to face 

- 1 Jn. 3:2-3 – Completely fulfilled in eternity when we shall see God as he is 

- Look towards the future when we will see God as he is, but see him now by experiencing him, enjoying his presence, by knowing him 

 

8. Why is it that only the pure in heart will see God? 

- 1 Jn. 1:5-7 – God is light (holy).  There is no darkness (sin) in him.  If we are in the light, then we can see God. 

- Heb. 12:14 – without holiness no one will see God 

 

9. How can we become pure in heart? 

- Titus 2:11-14 – Grace of God through Christ 

- Rom. 8:13 –By the Holy Spirit living in us 

- Ps. 51:7-12 –only God can do it, call on God 

- Phil. 2:13 – God is working in us  

- Phil. 1:6 – be confident in knowing that God will complete His work in us 

- This does not mean that we remain passive and not do anything.  As we have seen in question 6, we have responsibilities.  As James 

puts it in 4:8, Come near to God and he will come near to you.  

 

 

How wonderful it is that we can see God now and even more so to contemplate seeing him face to face.  How amazing it is that we can be confident 

in knowing that God will complete the work that he has started in us.  As God works in us and as we are transformed from glory to ever increasing 

glory, let us persevere for righteousness.  A righteousness that will change who we are and how we relate to those around us so that we can be 

merciful.  Consider the following questions as you go about the next week.  What are you hungering and thirsting for?  Who can you show mercy to 

this coming week?  Are you seeking to draw close to God each and every day so that he may draw close to you? 


